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Introduction

"God, fill us with the knowledge of your will through all spiritual wisdom €
understanding. " Col. 1:9

< &

Derived from the above verse, the purpose of our class is to allow G‘% fill Us with
knowledge of his will through dall spiritual wisdom and understanding as we encounter
Paul's letter to the Colossian church.

Our encounter with Colossians is to include traditional bible study as well as other
spiritual disciplines such as spiritual reading, mediation, contemplation and journaling. In
addition to the above stated primary purpose, a secondary purpose of the class will be
to learn and practice the aforementioned spiritual disciplines as we proceed.

Everyone is asked to read Colossians in its entirety before next week. You are also asked
to read the pamphlet on spiritual reading and begin to apply the discipline in your
reading of chapter 1:1-8.

Beginning today and each Sunday through the quarter you will receive a
correspondence from me related to my reading and reflections on the selected
passage. | would ask you to incorporate my correspondence into your study and
reading as you prepare for our meeting on Sunday evening.

The text for each week and subjects of our Sunday evening class area s follows:

Date Text Subject

session| 1:1-8 Faith, Love, Hope
session2 1:9-14 Christian Life
session3 1:15-20 Christ

session4 1:21-23 Who Were/Are You?e
sessiond 1:24-2:5 Ministry Leader
session6 2:6-12 Living In Jesus
session7 2:13-15 Forgiven

session8 2:16-23 Reality

session9 3:1-11 A New Focus
session10 3:12-17 Perfect Unity
session11 3:18-4:1 Serving the Lord
session12 4:2-5 Full of Grace
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In order to incorporate a form of journaling into our class, | am encouraging you to write
a personal correspondence to me each week on your thoughts and reflections on the
assigned passage. This will serve several purposes. It will give you the opportunity to
review and organize your thoughts. The writing, although different from journaling on @
personal level, will provide practice and encourage development of journaling as a
spiritual discipline. A point of great significance is that your correspondence can
provide me with valuable insights which will help me prepare for each week’s lesson.

| am excited about the opportunity we have to allow God to speak to us through our

reading and examination of Colossians. Do not neglect to pray fervently for our success
in this effort.
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Paul's Latter to the Colossians

From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus. | am an apostle because that is what God wanted. Also from Timothy, our
brother.

To tha holy and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ that live in Colossa:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father.

In our prayers for you we alwvays thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, bacause we have haard aboutthe
faith you have in Christ Jesus and the love you have for all of God's people. You have this faith and love becauss of
your hope, and what you hope for is kept safe for you in heaven. You lkearnad about this hope when you heard the
message about the truth, the Good News that was told to you. Everywheare in the world that Good News is bringing
blessings and is growing. This has happenad with you, too, since you heard the Good News and understood the truth
about the grace of God. You learnad about God's grace from Epaphras, whom we love. He works together with us and is
a faithful servant of Christ for us. He also told us about the love you have from the Holy Spirit.

Because of this, since the day we haard about you, we have continued praying for you, asking God that you will know
fully what ha wants. We pray that you will also have great wisdom and understanding in spiritual things so that you will
live the kind of life that honors and pleases (Christ) in every way. You will produce fruit in every good work and grow
in the knowlaedge of God. God will strengthen you with his own graat power so that you will not give up whan troubles
come, but you will be patient. And you will joyfully give thanks to the Father who has made you able to have a share in all
that he has prepared for his people in the kingdom of light. God has fread us from the power of darkness, and he
brought us into the kingdom of (Christ) his dear Son. (Christ) paid for our sins, and in (Christ) we have forgiveness.
No ona can see God, but Jesus Christ is exactly like (God). (Christ) ranks higher than everything that has been
made. Through (Christ's) power all things were made —things in heaven and on earth, things seen and unsean, all
powaers, authorities, lords, and rulers. All things were made through Christ and for Christ. (Christ) was there before
anything was made, and all things continue because of (Christ). (Christ) is the head of the body, which is the
church. Everything comes from (Christ). (Christ) is the first one who was raised from the dead. So in all things
(Christ) has first place. God was pleased for all of himself to live in Christ. And through Christ, God has brought all
things back to himself again—things on earth and things in heaven. God made peace through the blood of Christ's
death on the cross.

At one time you were separated from God. You were his anamies in your minds, and the evil things you did were against
God. Butnow God has made you his friends again. He did this through Christ's death in the body so that he might
bring you into God's presance as people who are holy, with no wrong, and with nothing of which God can judge you
guilty. This will happen if you continue strong and sure in your faith. You must not be moved away from the hope brought
to you by the Good News that you heard. That same Good News has bean told to everyone in the world, and |, Paul,
help in preaching that Good News.

| am happy in my sufferings for you. Thare are things that Christ must still suffer through (Christ's) body, the church.
| am accepting, in my body, my part of thase things that must be suffered. | became a servant of the church because
God gavwe me a special work to do that helps you, and that work is to tell fully the message of God. This message isthe
sacrat that was hidden from everyone since the beginning of time, but now it is made known to God's holy people. God
decided to ket his people know this nch and glorious secret which ha has for all people. This secret is Christ himself,
who is in you. (Christ) is our only hope for glory. So we continue to preach Christ to each pearson, using all wisdom
to wam and to teach everyone, in order to bring each one into God's presence as a mature person in Christ. To do
this, | work and struggle, using Christ's great strength that works so powerfully in ma.

| want you to know how hard | work for you, those in Laodicea, and others who have never seen me. | want tham to be
strangthened and jinad together with love so that they may be rich in their understanding. This leads to their knowing
fully God's secret, that is, Christ himself. In him all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are safely kept.

| say this so that no one can fool you by arguments that seam good, but are false. Though | am absant from you inmy
body, my heart is with you, and | am happy to see your good lives and your strong faith in Christ.

As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so continue to live in (Christ). Keap your roots deep in (Christ) and have
your lives built on (Christ). Be strong in the faith, just as you were taught, and always be thankful.

Be sure that no one keads you away with false and empty teaching that is only human, which comeas from the ruling
spirits of this world, and not from Christ. All of God lives in Christ fully (even when Christ was on earth), and you
have a full and true life in Christ, who is ruler over all rulers and powers.

Also in Christ you had a different kind of circumcision, a circumcision not done by hands. It was through Christ's
circumcision, that is, (Christ's) death, that you were made free from the power of your sinful self. When you wera
baptized, you were buried with Christ, and you were raised up with (Christ) through your faith in God's power that
was shown when he raised Christ from the dead. When you were spiritually dead because of your sins and because
you wera not frea from the power of your sinful salf, God made you alive with Christ, and he forgave all our sins. He
canceled the debt, which listed all the rules we failed to follow. He took away that record with its rules and nailed it to the
cross. God stripped the spirtual rulers and powers of their authority. With the cross, he won the victory and showed the
world that they were powerlass.



So do not let anyone make rules for you about eating and drinking or about a religious feast, a New Moon Festival, or a
Sabbath day. These things were like a shadow of what was to come. But what is true and real has come and is found
in Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you by making you humiliate yourself and worship angels. Such people enter into
visions, which fill them with foolish pride because of thair human way of thinking. They do not hold tightly to Christ, the
head. It is from (Christ) that all the parts of the body are cared for and held together. So it grows in the way God
wants it to grow.

Since you died with Christ and were made frea from the ruling spirits of the world, why do you act as if you still balong
to this world by following rules like these: "Don't eat this,” "Don't taste that,” "Don't even touch that thing™? These rules
refer to earthly things that are gone as soon as they are used. They are only man-made commands and teachings. They
seam to be wise, but they are only part of a man-made religion. Thay make people pretend not to be proud and make
tham punish their bodies, but thay do not really control the evil desires of the sinful self.

Since you were raised from the dead with Christ, aim at what is in heaven, where Christ is sitting at the right hand
of God. Think only about the things in heaven, not the things on earth. Your old sinful self has died, and your new life is
kept with Christ in God. Christ is our life, and when (Christ) comes again, you will share in (Christ's) glory.

So put all evil things out of your life: sexual sinning, doing evil, letting evil thoughts control you, wanting things that are
avil, and greed. This is really serving a false god. These things make God angry. In your past, evil life you also did these
things.

But now also put thase things out of your life: anger, bad temper, doing or saying things to hurt others, and using evil
words when you talkk. Do not lie to each other. You have left your old sinful life and the things you did befora. You have
bagun to live tha new life, in which you are being made new and are becoming like (Christ) who made you. This naw
life brings you the true knowledge of God. In the naw life thare is no diffarence betwean Greeks and Jews, those who are
circumcised and those who are not circumcised, or people who are foreignars, or Scythians. Theare is no differance
batween slaves and frea people. But Christis in all believers, and Christ is all that is important.

God has chosan you and made you his holy people. He loves you. So always do thesa things: Show mercy to others, be
kind, humble, gentle, and patient. Get along with each other, and forgive each other. If someona doas wrong to you,
forgive that parson because (Christ) forgave you. Do all these things; but most important, love each other. Love is what
holds you all together in perfact unity. Let the peace that Christ gives control your thinking, because you were all
called togethar in one body to have peace. Always be thankful. Let the teaching of Christ live in you richly. Use all
wisdom to teach and instruct each other by singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts
to God. Everything you do or say should be done to obey (Christ) your Lord. And in all you do, give thanks to God
the Father through (Christ).

Wives, yiald to the authority of your husbands, because this is the right thing to do in (Christ).

Husbands, love your wives and be gentle with tham.

Childran, obey your parents in all things, because this pleases (Christ).

Fathars, do not nag your children. If you are too hard to please, they may want to stop trying.

Slaves, obey your masters in all things. Do not obey just when thay are watching you, to gain thair favor, but serve tham
honastly, because you respect (Christ). In all the work you are doing, work the bast you can. Work as if you were
doing it for (Christ), not for people. Remember that you will receive your reward from (Christ), which (Christ)
promised to his people. You are serving the Lord Christ. But remember that anyone who doas wrong will be punished
for that wrong, and (Christ) treats everyone the same.

Masters, give what is good and fair to your slaves. Remeamber that you have a Master in heaven.

Continue praying, keeping alert, and always thanking God. Also pray for us that God will give us an opportunity to tell
people his message. Pray that we can preach the secret that God has made known about Christ. This is why lamin
prison. Pray that | can speak in a way that will make it clear, as | should.

Be wisa in the way you act with paople who are not believers, making the most of every opportunity. When you talk, you
should always be kind and pleasant so you will be able to answer everyone in the way you should.

Tychicus is my dear brother in Christ and a faithful minister and servant with me in (Christ). He will tell you all the
things that are happening to me. This is why | am sending him: so you may know how we are and he may encourage
you. | send him with Onesimus, a faithful and dear brother in Christ, and one of your group. They will tall you all that
has happened hara.

Arnstarchus, a prisoner with me, and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, greet you. (| have already told you what to do about
Mark. If he comes, welkcome him.) Jesus, who is called Justus, also grests you. Thase are the only Jewish believers who
work with me for the kingdom of God, and they have bean a comfort to me.

Epaphras, a servant of Jesus Christ, from your group, also greets you. He always prays for you that you will grow to be
spiritually mature and have everything God wants for you. | know ha has worked hard for you and the people in Laodicea
and in Hierapolis. Demas and our dear friend Luke, the doctor, greet you.

Great the brothers in Laodicea. And great Nympha and the church that meets in her housa. After this letter is read to you,
be sure itis also read to the church in Laodicea. And you read the letter that | wrote to Laodicea. Tell Archippus, “Be sure
to finish the work the Lord gave you.”

|, Paul, great you and write this with my own hand. Remeamber me in prison. Grace be with you.



Correspondonce

lat Letter

My dear friends,

[ am very pleaged that we are able to epend time together each Sunday evening. |
look forward to our gharing God’s word from Pauf’e letter to the Colossians.

[ am thankful to God for cur church family. Expregging thankegiving ie every
important. | am deeply aware of and appreciate the thanks that are offered for me, mogt
usually ag an dder, but it i¢ sometimes troubling becauge there ie no credit due me. Paul’e
responge to the news of the Cologgiane” faith and love wag fo thank God. | encourage
you to congider thig.

It ig ueudl and even courteous to thank comeone for their gervice. However, ag a
Chrigtian, | am what | am because of God. Wiliam Barclay eays, “There ie no such thin ag
a gelf-made man; there are only men whom God hag made, and men who have refuged to
allow God to make them.” For a percon such ag |, who feels the temptation of celf-pride
¢0 acutely, the out-pouring of thanke to me and not to the one truly regpongible for
anything that ie good about me ig a diseervice o me and to God. It ie my purpoge a¢ a
Chrigtian fo glorify God. If there i¢ a feding of disappointment to hear thanke to God for
my service ingtead of accolades for George it would be clear that [ am not a man made
by God but one hag refused to alow God to make me. Ag we gee God working in one
another’s liveg let ug give thanke to God for each other. In doing o, God be given the
glory and we will be spared the temptation of self-pride. | would aleo add that there ie
great joy in knowing that God hag been glorified

Ag | read the firet few wergee of Colosgiang, my mind cettied on the word hope. |
nave been thinking and praying about hope. | am alwaug looking for ingighte o being a
better Chrigtian. Paul eays the faith and love the Cologsiang digplayed came from hope.
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Correspondonce

When [ think of hope cometimes what comeg to mind ie what |
nope ag¢ wighful thinking. Such hope ie not the gource of faith a

Sometimes hope i¢ just optimiem. | +i¢ poseible fo live cur optimigm.
“Everything will be OK tomorrow.” Adrmiral James Stekdale, Medal of Honor recipient
for hig bravery ag a prisoner of war in Vietnam, when agked who were the prisoners that
did not surviwe, replied, “The optimist.” Juet having an optimictic outlook & not the hope
that produces faith and love.

| believe hope that & the cource of faith and lowe ig neither wishful thinking nor an
optimigtic attitude. It ie a gift of God in which we have a sure and confident expectation
of what hae been promiced. When our hope i¢ in God thereie no doubt just patient
anticipation.

“lpray that the God who gives hope will fill you with much joy and peace while you
trugt in him. Then your hope will overflow by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 15:13
NCV)

appen. Thig ie

Because of Chriet,
George
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Corvespondonce

2nd Letter

My dear friends,

[ trust that God hag blesged you thig past week. [ have been praying for you and our
clags. [ wag stimulated by Paul’e prayer for the Colosgiang and begin to examine other
paseages where Paul expresges hig prayerg for others.

Aq | examine Paul’e prayers for others, a dimengion and focug that [ have not often
included in my own prayers becomes apparent.

Congider the following petitiong [ have paraphraged from Paul’s letters.

God fill me with the knowledge of your will through all spiritual wigdom and
undergtanding. (Col 1:9)

Give me the Spirit of wiedom and revelation, <o that [ may know Christ better. (Eph.
[17)

[ pray that my eyes be focuged and clear, go that [ can gee exactly what you are
calling me to do and gragp the enormity of the glorious way of life you have for me ag
a Chrigtian. (Eph. 118)

Help me understand the incomparably great power for ug who believe ~ endlese
enerqy, boundlese strength like the strength you uged to raige Chrigt from the dead.
(Eph. 19-20)

God make me fit for what you have called me to be. | pray God, that you will fill my
good ideag and acte of faith with your own energy o that they will amount to
comething. (2 Thesg 1)



Dear God, | pray that my faith, which [ share with my church family, is apparent in all
of the good thinge [ do and people recognize Chrigt in all of it. (Chilermon [:4)

[ pray that my love will flourish and [ will love not only more, but aleo with greater
knowledge and understanding, go that [ may be able to digtinguish what ig best and
may be pure and blamelegs ... filled with the fruit of righteousnese that comeg through
Jesug Chrigt— that glorifies and praigeg God. (Phil [9-1)

Dear God, | pray that out of your glorioug riches you may strengthen me with power
through your Spirit in my inner being, 2o that Christ may dwell in my heart through
faith. (Eph. 3:16)

Becauge [ am firmly planted and established in love, [ pray that [ may have power,
together with all my brotherg and sigterg in Chrigt, to gragp how wide and long and
high and deep ig the love of Chrigt, and to know thig love that eurpasees knowledge—

that [ may be filled with all the fullnese of God. (Eph. 3:7-9)

[ encourage you to congider thege petitiong and adopt them in your own prayers ag |
intend to do.

Becauge of Chrigt,
George
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Correspondonce

3rd Letter .
-
My dear friends,
Eagter reminde ug that Jesug & alive. A book | have been reading ree eclareg that
the mogt important question about Jesus ie whether he ig dlive or dead. He ig dlive and
becauge he lives we truly have a “living hope™. Ag | read about the supremacy of Chrigt
(115-20) | wag etruck by the enormity of the truth about Chrigt.

Ag¢ | thought about what Paul had to eay it occurred to me that | cometimes geem to
overlook Jesug. | do not mean that | don’t believe he i¢ the Son of God or think he i
unimportant but he i¢ eort of in the background. It ie almost like | think he i great but |
really need to talk with the guy in charge. Much of my focug hag been on developing my
rdationship with God ag if God i distinet from Chriet and the Holy Spirit. Perhape in the
back of my mind ig the idea that once | get my relationship with God etraightened out |
can etart working on getting to know Jegug and then poseibly the Spirit. That may be
logical but it is not geriptural God ie three (God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy
Qpirit) and he i one. Ag Chrigtiang we are to enjoy God and that meang enjouing all that
ne ig, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God ie one but he relates to ug in all three of hig
Dereong.

Congider of one agpect of Chriet, Chriet ag the “mage of the invigble God” ag an
example of the added dimengion God the Son bringe to our understanding of God the
Father. Thig can help bring deeper undergtanding and more meaningful relationchip with
Bod.

The Meggage eaye: “We lock at him and gee the God who cannot be geen.” The New
Century Vergion gaye: “No one can gee God, but Jesue Chriet ie exactly like him” In
Chrigt, we have angwerg to one compelling question about God ... What would God look
and act ke ag a human being?

Other pagsages:
A child hag been born to ug;




God hag given a gon to us.

He uil be regpongible for leading the people.

Hig name will be Wonder ful Coungelor, Powerful God,

Father Who Livee Forever, Prince of Peace. {lea 9:6)
“The virgin uil be with chid and vl give birth to a eon, and they will call him Immanuel”
— which meang, “Cod with ue.” (Matt. 1:23)
The Word became flesh and made hie dwelling among ug. (John 1:14)
.. whatever | gay i¢ just what the Father hag told me to say” (John 2:50)
Anyone who hag seen me hag geen the Father. (John 14:9)
Chrict himeelf wag like God in everything. (Phil 2:6 NCV)
... Chrigt, who i¢ the image of God. {2 Cor. 4:4)
The Son reflecte the glory of God and shows exactly what God ie like. (Heb. 1:3)
It i¢ clear that in Chrigt we can digcern on a hurman level the glory of God. The idea of
becoming more God-ike ie no longer an imposeiility but a reality a¢ we ... gerwe in the
new way of the Spirit”. (Rem 7:6)
If our purpoge ie to come 1o a deeper understanding of God’s will for our liveg, it ie
important that we gragp the fulnese of the triritarian God ... God the Father, God the
Son, God the Holy Sprrit.

Becauge of Chrigt,

Beorge
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Correspondonce

4 Letter .
My dear friende, -
| don’t know about you but when | read Colossiang 121 | struggled aeTthought about the
worde ... “enemies of God” ... “evil behavior”. Thoge Colossiane mugt have been a bad
bunch i¢ what | wanted to thirk; but | wag confronted with a deeper reality Wag [ an
enemy of God? le it poseible that all of ug either are or were an enemy of God? A
ginner yes ... but an enemy of God? Have you ever realy thought of youreelf ag an
enemny of God? Maybe | am not ag good a friend ag | ehould be, but | eure wouldn’t
count myself an enemy. [ must be clear, orly in the more recent yeare of my life have |
begun to gragp that reality. Thie hag been very important miegtone in my epiritual journey.
| really identified with a story Larry Crabb ghared in a recent lecture ag he taked about
perceptiong of ¢in He and hig wife were traveling in a rural area of Colorado and pagging
through a quiet community. Ag they drove along at a very leicurely speed, enjoying the
ecenery and each other, a police car approached from the other direction Larry gave a
friendly wawe and wag eurpriced when the policeman tumed on hig lighte, turned around
and pulled them over. The policeman approach and addressed Larry in a very “Barney
Fife” fachion

“Oo you know how fast you were driving?” the officer acked accusingly

“Maybe 25?7 Larry replied innocently, thinking thie wag probably a courtesy etop to
welcome them to the area or maybe he wanted warn them about eome danger ahead
“You were going 27 miles per hour” the cbviougly gerious and certain officer “Barney’”
anguiered.

“Oo you know what the gpeed limit ie?” he etemly continued the interrogation.

2527 wag Larry’s bewildered and somewhat hopeful regponge.

Just a¢ gerious and definite ag before, the officer caid, “It is 20 miles per hour.”

Larry Crabb eaid hig gilent regponge wag, "0k, o put on the handeuffe. Lock me up.
You've got me. Come on give me a break. What ie the big deal?”




He then went on to make the point that that story iluetrates how we often view our gin
Boing 20 miles per hour in 25 mie per hour zone and our attitude is: “What’s the big

dedl?”.

The big ded ig ... gin makeg ug enemieg of God. Congider the following paseages and
reciet the temptation to attribute them to really bad people and remember that they are

degeribing you and | in our gin.

Isa 59:2

It is your evil that has separated
you from your God.

Your sins cause him to turn away
from you,

so he does not hear you.

Rom 3:10-18 (NCV)

...Jews and those who are not
Jews are all guilty of sin. As the
Scriptures say:

“There is no one who always
does what is right, not even one.
There is no one who understands.
There is no one who looks to God
for help. All have turned away.
Together, everyone has become
useless. There is no one who
does anything good; there is not
even one.”

Pealm 1441-3

“Their throats are like open
graves; they use their tongues for
telling lies.”

Pealm 59

“Their words are like snake
poison.”

Pealm 140:3
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“Their mouths are full of cursing
and hate.”

Dedm |07

“They are always ready to Kill
people. Everywhere they go they
cause ruin and misery. They don't
know how to live in peace.”

leaiah 59:7-8
“They have no fear of God.”

Padm 361

Eph24-32

As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, in which
you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world
and of the ruler of the kingdom of
the air, the spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient.
All of us also lived among them at
one time, gratifying the cravings of
our sinful nature and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the
rest, we were by nature objects of
wrath. ...remember that at that
time you were separate from
Christ, excluded from citizenship
in Israel and foreigners to the



covenants of the promise, without enslaved by all kinds of passions

hope and without God in the and pleasures. We lived in malice
world. and envy, being hated and hating
Titue 3:3 one another.

At one time we too were foolish,
disobedient, deceived and

The more | understand that my gin makes me an enemy of God, the deeper appreciation |
have for God'e lowe.

Becauge of Chrigt,

George
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Correspondonce

5t Lefter

My dear friends,

Ag re-read lagt week’s letter | wag dieappointed to find an eror. (Can you believe
that?) After relating what | thought wag a great story | misetated the point. Ingtead of
saying ...that story iluctrates how we often view our ¢in. Going 27 mieg per hour in a
20 mile per hour zone.... [ urote ..."Going 20 mileg per hour in 25 mie per hour zone.”

[ hope that wasn’t a “Freudian ¢lip”. Although going 20 in a 25 mph zone
doesn’t dlustrate the point of the story, it does reflect perhape another way in which we
may view cur gin and relationchip with God. Self-rightecugnese can give ug the idea that
we are really a really good pereon. We deceive ourgeles into believing we are doing
everything right and begin to fed that God owes ue and that we are better than otherg.

My letter thie week i a comewhat digiointed. My state of mind thie week hag been
like that. [ have been etruggling to focue. Ag | write thig | am reminded of the prayere in
letter #2.

“God make me fit for what you have called me to be. | pray God, that you wil fill
my good ideag and acte of faith with your own enerqy o that they will amount to
something.” (2 These L)

“l pray that my eues be focused and clear, g0 that | can see exactly what you are
cdling me to do and gragp the enomity of the glorioug way of life you have for me ag a
Chrigtian.” [Eph. 18)

[ sugpect the problem thie week hag been too few prayere and too much George.

There ig an interecting phrage ... fine eounding arguments”... in Cologgiang 2:4. |
tell you thig go that no one may deceive you with fine eounding argumente.” Other
tranglationg eay: “enticing words” (KJV), “persuagive argumente” (NLT); “arguments that
seern good, but are falee” (NCV); “plausible argumente” (RSV). Paul doee not tell ug what




the fine eounding argumente were but | wag struck by the fact that today we are
congtartly challenged by come “fine ¢ounding argumente”. There are geweral “fine
eounding arguments” that | encounter on a regular bagie. | agk you to think about thig
and perhape write down the “fine eounding argumente” that you encounter and congider
now you respond to them.

[want lwant to share a emall “jewe!” that | discovered while re-reading the I
chapter from “The Mesgage”. In verge 5 we taked about hope and what it means. “The
Meseage” paraphrages that verse:

“The lineg of purpoge in your lives never grows dlack, tightly

tied ag they are to your future in heaven, kept taut in hope.”
| felt thic wag a beautiful expreegion that communicates the hope that we were faking
about earlier.

Becauge of Chriet,

Beorge
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Correspondonce

6h Letter

My dear friends,

Ag | urrite thig letter my heart ie about fo buret with emotion. There i¢ ¢o much |
want to share and | feel g0 inadequate. For that reagon | am praying for God to deliver hie
meggage 10 you by uhatewer meang.

[ have been contemplating Colossian 2:6-7 and | have been convicted and
challenged. | wag led fo ligten to a leseon by Lynn Andereon entitled “Hope in a World
Bone Mad”. God spoke through him in a powerful way that brought Paul’s words into
charper focus.

*...juet a¢ you received Chriet Jesug ag Lord, continue 1o live in him,

rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith a¢ you were

taught, and overflowing with thankfulness

There i g0 ruch hopeleseness in the world. | do beliewe that Jesue ie the hope of
the world but cometimes that truth ceeme ¢o far away and the worde go hollow. [t ie
when | feel that way that | need to hear what Paul had to eay. | need to remember what
brought me to Jesus, hopdesenese. And | must remember what | found in Jesug, hope, a
nope <o great that | wag wiling to declare Jesue my Lord and Magter. | want to ve my
life under the Lordehip of Jesug.

What doeg that mean? It meang that | am ¢o connected to Jeeug that he i¢ my
life. Paul eaye that meang that my life ie “rooted” in him. That which holde me in place and
i¢ the source of my lfe and vitality ie Jegug.

[t meang the whole foundation of my kfe and being ie buld upon Jesue. Ae my
Magter | wiling to place myedf in hig care and gervice. | am a wige man who built hig
nouge on the rock and when the storme come i does not fall

[t meang my strength comes not from me but from Jesug. | truet hie worde.




“All power in heaven and on earth i¢ given to me.

.| will be with you always, even until the end of thig age.”

Jesug hag not abandoned me. He ig with me. He ie my living hope. He ig the power of my
life and he ie changing me to be like him. Orly the power of God can frangform me.

Lynn Andereon told a ctory about General Douglag MeArthur. In World War I
when the Japanege forced him out of the Phiippines he vowed “l will return”. When the
tide of the war changed and MeArthur wag able to retum ag a liberator he waded aghore
ag the camerag were rolling and declared, | have returned”. The soldiere of the Philippine
army felt ¢o indebted to MeArthur ag their liberator that whenever there wag rol calt
“Santiago”.

“Here”.

“Garcia”.

“Lore”

And findlly when all the names are cdlled, comeone shouts, “General Douglag MeArthur”
and the goldiers together anewer with a regounding, “Here™!

Jegug said: “| am with you™. We can all ¢hout, “He & here™ We do not have fo go
it dlone.

“..do what you have been taught. School’s out; quit etudying the cubject
and etart iving i#t! And let your living epill over into thankegiving.”

(Col 2:7 The Megsage)

Becauge of Chriet,

Beorge
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C%W ndence

7t Letter

My dear friende,

Often when the concept of euffering ie discussed ae we did last Sunday, there ie a
tendency to paint the Chrigtian life with a broad brush that leaveg the impreggion that we
are the Leg Migerableg. Thie past week, God epoke powerfuly to me. Two writinge came
to my attention. Both were very helpful in ilustrating the epiritual joumey. Firet, | received
a letter from a member of our clage. Her letter degeribed the procese of pregnancy and
now that procese and ite attendant euffering dluetrates the gpiritual joumey. Thie wag
most encouraging a¢ wel ag enlightening.

Secondly, | came on a very wonderful and helpful writing by Larry Crabb in hig
book Shattered Dreams. Hig commentary on the epiritual journey pictured ag the Jewich
cuetom of engagement in Jegug time wag very powerful to me and | wanted to hare it

with you. The seripture context that Crabb ie referring to ie John 14:1-5:
Jesus said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and fust in me.
There are many rooms in my Father's house; | would not tell you this if it were not true. |
am going here 1o prepare a place for you. After | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come back and take you to be with me so that you may be where | am. (NCV)

The following ig his commentary:

When a first-century Jewish man fell in love with a woman, he would ravel fom
his father's home 1o hers to seal he engagement. In hat cullure, an engagement was not
what it is today. It wasn! a trial period during which premarital counseling would help the
couple decde whether fo confinue on or break off the relationship. It represented rather a
legal contract, complele with a price paid by the groom that set e woman apart
exdusively for her man.

They were immediately regarded as husband and wife, irevocably bound. To
symbolize their covenant, each would drink from a cup of wine over which a betrothal
benedicton had been pronounced. Following that ceremony, fhe groom would retumn to
his father’s home for a period of twelve monfs. For that entire time, he remained
separate from his bride. She would not see him again unfl it was fme 1 consummate

The bride had one job during his absence-io prepare herself for his coming and
for the rest of her iife with him. All ofher activities revolved around that one ruling purpose.
While she waited, she knew what her groom was doing. He was spending the year adding
an apariment to his father's home in which they would eveniually live together. An
honorable man would have an eye for no other woman and would not rest until
preparations were made for fhem to be united. She would rest, secure in he knowledge
that all the bridegroom’s energies were directed toward heir being together.




When he engagement year ended, at an exact day and hour that the bride did
not know, the groom would gather his wedding party and, in a forch-it procession, ravel
to where his bride was living. His arrival would be preceded by a shout fom one of his
friends, alerting the woman that her groom was amiving.

She was ready. She had no greater dream than his coming and was confident he
would amive fo take her 1o be with him in the home he had prepared. With her attendants,
she would ravel o that home. When they amived, she would walk info a party waiting to

Before the celebration began, the bride and groom would be escorted to the
bridal chamber where, for he first ime, ey would express their covenant o each other
with physical union. Then e husband would emerge fom he room alone, and a seven-
day feast would begin. At its conclusion, his wife, unveiled for he first Sme, would appear
and be officially welcomed to her new home as a member of the family.

From fhen on, he heaven of unhindered intimacy and unrestrained blessing was
hers to enjoy.

With fhat custom in mind, as it was in fhe minds of he disciples, perhaps we can
betier hear what our Lord means when He tells us o ive now with untroubled hearts.

" know things are not now as you want fhem. | know many of your
dreams are not coming frue. | want you 1o understand that hings are not as |
will one day make them. | like neither the distance between us nor the pain you
suffer”

“Untl | come o bring you o My Father's house, | am devoiing Myself
to only one thing: | am preparing a place for you. And My Spirit, on My behalf,
is devoting Himself to only one thing—-preparing you o enjoy Me and all hat |
will provide.”

"l have called you not o the secular journey where you must make
evenything in your life now as pleasant as possible. | have called you o he
spiriual journey, to a process of enfarging your heart o desire Me above
evenything else.”

"Do not be troubled by all the dreams hat will shatier while you
remain on earh. You will feel deep pain. But every sorrow you experience will
be used by My Spirit to deepen your desire for Me. He will speak 1o you about
Me.

"Listen for he voice. You will hear Him most dearly when suffering
humbles you encugh to want fo hear Him, to know you cannot go on without

"This time of distance, when you will feel such disappointment both
with your ife and with yourself, will awaken your heart 1o receive Me wih great
joy when | finally come. | will not delay. | will come at exacty the appointed

"My Father will give the signal. Listen for the shout.”

And our response is, Come, Lord Jesus; come soon!

Untl hen, we wait with untroubled hearts. We scream, we cry, we fall, but we
wait, confident fhat He has paid a price for us hat guarantees our eventual inimacy. No
one, not even Satan, can prevent us fom eniering he bridal chamber with Jesus where
our greatest dream will be realized.

Then, not until, every good dream will also come true. The Trinity will pour out every
blessing Their infinite imagination can conceive. That will be heaven.

Because of Chriet, ~ George
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Correspondonce
8 Letter prom Colosaians

My dear friend,
There ie g0 much | want to tak with you about. The joy
often regulte in fruetration becauge there are ¢o few occagiong

and cometimes a genge there ig not much inferest. | keep reminding myself
that | need to be otil and trugt God, but it ie co difficult.

Thie week | have been muling over a phrage from Cologgiane 2.7
‘... the reality.i¢ found in Chriet” Often thinge that fil our lves are
oroducte of our gelf-deception and denid. We are unable or unwiling to
digcern reality...what i¢ really true.

[ wag reminded of a book | read yeare ago, entitied Reality Therapy
by Or. Wiliam Glagser. | do not remember what prompted reading a book
about a new approach to psychiatry but Glagger left come lagting
impresgiong and | went back and re-read some it. | found many of Glagger’s
premiges of reality therapy to be analogoug to the procese of gpiritual
formation. | wil not attempt 10 go into great detail but congider a few of
Blagger’s ideae about peychiatric dicorders and the procese of reality
therapy.

...the common characteristic of psychiatric patients is that they all deny the
reality of the world around them.

Therapy will be successful when the patient is able to give up denying the world
and recognize that reality not only exists but they must fulfill their needs within its
framework.

...at the time any person comes for psychiatric help he is lacking the most critical
factor for fulfilling his needs, a person whom he genuinely cares about and who he feels
genuinely cares about him.

The three procedures of Reality Therapy are:

I. There is involvement. The therapist must become so involved with the
patient that the patient can begin to face reality and see how his behavior
is unrealistic.

!v

The therapist must reject behavior which is unrealistic; but still accept
the patient and maintain his involvement with him.




3. The therapist must teach the patient better ways to fulfill his needs within
the confines of reality.

There ie cbviously much more to Reality Therapy than these few
ideag but | think these can be very helpful ag we think about our life in
Chriet and the fact that “the reality.ic in Chrigt”. Glagger gives no
indication that he i¢ a Chrigtian but he could be accuged of etealing hig
theory from the Bible.

Like pereong with a peychiatric dicorder deny the reality of the world
around them, we ag ginnerg deny our condition and refuse to face reality
(Romang 118-32) Likewice, ag¢ ginnere we wil find healing when we
underctand our hopelesenese and face reality. We redize we are ginnerg
and we redize there i ealvation through God'e grace in Chrigt Jesue and
underetand that our deepest need can only be met in reality ... truth ...
Chrigt.

Our relationship with Christ validates the procedures of Reality
Therapy. Chrigt ie involved in cur lves. In fact, he dwelle in ug. He ig our life.
He i¢ our example. Our chepherd. In Jesug we can gee cur imperfectiong
and find our perfection. He teaches ug how to lowe and act.

Chrigt accepte ug where we are and telle ug to go and ¢in no more.
He wil not leave ug. Nothing can separate ug from the love of God that ie in
Chrigt Jecus. He teaches ug how we are to live and gives ug the power to
do what pleageg hi¢ Father.

[ am conetantly tempted to deny the reality of my einful actione and
einful thoughte in my heart. When | cuccumb to thoge temptations | have
logt cornection to Chrigt becauge redlity ig in Chrigt and only in him wil |
know the truth and find freedom.

Because of Chriet,

Beorge
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Correspondonce

Oth Letier

My dear friende,

If | agk you what bocke in the lagt decade have edd 80 milion + ¢ 5 titleg in 37
anguagee and their authore hold the record in The Guinnese Bock of World Recorde for having he
moet booke on the New York Timeg beeteeler ligt at one time; seven booke on May 24, 1998, what
would be you answer? The answer ig the Chicken Soup for the Scul booke written by Jack Canfield and
Mark Vietor Hangen.

The etated purpose of the authore wag to produce booke hat “would uplift humanity by helping
negple open their hearte, rekinde their epirite and give hem the courage to pursue their dreame”. The
title, Chicken Soup for the Sou, came ae Jack visualizzd the image of hie grandmother'e chicken coup
and remembered how ¢he told him it would eure anything. The book would have the ¢ame healing powere
ag that soup, but not for the body - for the soul

| muet confese hat | have not read any of the Chicken Soup for the Sod bocke It ig inferegting
and encouraging that eo many pecple are presumably looking to find something that will “open their
nearte, rekindle their gpirite and give hem the courage to pursue their dreame”. | am certain hat those
booke contan very worthy and ingpiring material that ig an encouragement fo peple and aide them ag
they pursue their dreame.

The ircnie thing ie, alhough chicken coup ie great, grandmother wag wrong, chicken soup
doeen't cure anything. There are many good thinge about chicken eoup and loving grandmothere, but
they ultimately have no curative power.

| muet confese that much of my Chrigtian experience hae been characterized by a belief that
“chicken soup” wil take care of whatever aile me. Don't get me wrong, “chicken soup” ie redly good and
t hae come great benefite but # ie not the red hing Derhape you can think of examples in seripture
where people were looking for and depending on “chicken coup”. Two examples from Jesug’ minictry
come o me.

Jesue fed five thowand plue people (Jchn 61-59) who were following him with five barley
oaves and two emall fich They ate to their fill and food wag left over. Afterwarde they followed Jesug
He fold them they were following him becauce they had their fill with the loavee and fich, that they shoud
work for eternd food not fich and loaves .. (“chicken soup”). They didn't understand and Jeewe presced
the matier, “... e work of God ie fo believe the one he hag gent”




The people ingieted on a miracuoue sign. Jesue aid God would send not manna but true bread
from heaven. “Give ug the true bread”, they caid

“I am the bread of life. He who comeg to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me wil
never be thirdty”, Jesug told them

They were perplexed but Jesue didn't let up. “..unlese you eat the flech of the Son of Man and
drink hie blood, you have no life in you Whoever eate my flesh and drinke my blood hag eternal life, and |
will raige him up at the lact day.”

Many of hie diseiples regponded, “Thie i¢ a hard teaching Who can aceept it 2

“... The Spirit gives life; the flech counte for nathing. The worde | have epoken to you are epirit
and they are life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” Jesue fold hem.

Jehn then writeg “From thie time many of hie dicciplee tumed back and no longer followed him."

In Luke 957-62 Jesue epeake to hoce who would follow him wherever he goee. He felle them,
not anly there ig no place to lay their head, the priority of the Kingdom of God ie such that # ie more
mpaortant han burying their dead or caying good bye fo their familiee. Jeewe ie felling them they mugt
chooge, not good over bad but what ie betier over what ie good.

“...1 think that all things are worth nothing compared with the
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of him, | have lost all
those things, and now | know they are worthless trash. This alows me to
have Christ and to belong to him. Now | amright with God, not because |
folowed the law, but because | believed in Chrigt. God uses my faith to
make me right with him. | want to know Christ and the power that rased
him from the dead. | want to share in his sufferings and become ke him
in his death. Then | have hope that | myself will be rased from the dead."
(Phd 3:8-11 NCV|

Why spend your money on something that i not real food?
Why work for something that doesn't really satisfy you?
Listen closely to me, and you vwill eat what is good;

your soul will enjoy the rich food that satisfies.
Come to me and ksten; ksten to me 0 you may ive. (ka 55:2-3 NCV|

Don't settle for chicken soup.

Because of Chriet,  George
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Correspondonce

|Oth Leter

My dear friende,

| hank God for he opportunity fo study and conterplate the book ¢ with you Hie
Qpirit hae epoken boldly and | have been challenged and encouraged by the Word and hie working
through you It hae been, and will eontinue o be, my prayer we will not only hear the truth but that our
ivee will be traneformed | want o do what pleacee God and | am confident that you want fo alea | am
templed fo be content contemplating my “spiritual navel”. It ie wonderful fo diecover God and to know
the infinite nature of hig being but there ie more.

My spiritud journey, of which | became aware when | wag twebe yeare old and before, uging the
bock of Coloseiane a¢ a  “road map” ctarted at chapter 3 verse 5 with “Dut to death..”. My
relationchip with God wae mogtly characterized by “do not” and “do right”. | etarted my journey with
much hope (wiehfid degire) and enfiuciaem. [ wag on the right path but unfortunately headed the wrong
direction Degpite my misdirection, the experience wag moetly exhilarating and eelf-eatiefying Being right
and righteous i a powerful motivation. The patway of my journey, though oceagiondly up hill and
eometimee rugged, wae moetly level and in many cagee paved.

| dd not realize, a¢ i the cage for many who cet out on a journey without a compase and
carefd reading of the map, | wae walking in circlee. There wae no red progrese in reaching my
degtination. | wag wandering about hoping o find my way. The experience wag good but nothing really
changed. Ae long ae the good thinge outweighed the bad | just kept trudging along and enjoying the
experience and feeling prety good about myself.

Fortunately, he journey tock a tun for the worse. Some real diffieulties, actually insurmountable
difficuties, aroce. The journey wae no longer fun and eelf-eatiefying. None of the ekille and experiences
gained in on my journey to hat point were any help. Previoudy, even though | really waen't making any
nrogrese, at leact | wae moving. Now, cuddenly, | wae paralyzed; barely sble to move. It didn't redly
matter becauce | had didn't know where | wae going. It wae in that cireumetance that truth began o be
reveded.

The truh wag, | wae not able fo “do not” and “do right”. My failure reveded the truth about
mygelf. | had only my power and no drection. | had nothing to offer God My journey had been eelf-
guided, fueled by pride and celf-sufficiency

If there i¢ a Bble etory that deseribee my journey, it ie he etory of Elijah in 1* Kinge. Though |
am obuiouely not a prophet of God, Elijah’e elory speake in a profoundly personal way fo me. | will not,




for the eake of brevity, relate the whole etory but the key pointe will hopefully explain how hie etory
relates 10 me.

Elijah ie a man who received the bleesing and Spirit of God and performed mighty worke in
Bod's name. Hie miracee and worke were actoundng. Then a redly etrange thing oceurred. When Elijzh
received word of Jezbel's threat againet hie life, he fled in fear. He lapeed into deprecsion and wag
mmobiized, eecaping in the refuge of cleep. What happene next elarifiee why he fled in fear at Jezebel'e
threat A threat, ingignificant compared to what he had already faced and e power that God had

demongirated through him.

Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. ._.he...went a day'’s joumey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat
down under it and prayed that he might die. “[ have had enough, LORD,™ he said. “Take my life; [am no better than
my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep.

...The angel of the LORD ... said, “Get up and eat, for the joumney is too much for you.™ So he got up and ate
and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain
of God. There he went into a cave and spent the night.

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?™

Hereplied, “Ihave been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant,
broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. [ am the only one left, and now they are
trying to kill me t00.™

The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence ofthe LORD, for the LORD is about to
pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apant and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the
LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. A fier
the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah
heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?

Hereplied, “Ihave been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant,
broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. [ am the only one lefi, and now they are
trying to kill me t00.™

15The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, ..." (Il Kings 19:3-15)

Not urlike Elijah, | failed remember that it i God that directe my way and | carnot make he
journey without him. Migerable and defeated, God lifted me up and supplied the nourichment fo sustain
me through the degert fo the place where he regides. He called me to explain my precence. | coud do
nothing but confeee my heart. He revealed himeelf in a way that | had never experienced nor expected
Everything sudderly changed but nothing changed. He acked the came question and my anewer wag
ofil the came. And then, ae with Elijah, he cent me back fo where | came from Here | am n the
nathway of my epiritud journey at the intersection of Cologsiane 3:5.

Nothing hae changed but everything hae ehanged. | have been to e mountain of God and he
nag¢ reveded himeelf and shown me who | am. | know my destination. The direction ie clear a¢ the Spirit
eade me. My journey ie il “do not” and “do right”. Nothing hae ehanged but everyhing hae changed |
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am not done. Thereie an army of hoge who have nt forsaken God The pathway ahead ie sometimeg
nleagant but mere often difficult but never ineurmauntzble. The journey i joyous because arrivd at my
degtination i¢ certain and uhat awate me ie wonderful beyond dl that | can thirk or imagine. Nothing

na¢ changed but everything hae changed

Becauge of Chriet,
Beorge
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C?Wm
“ from Colosaians

[t Lefter

My desr friends,

QOur time together in Colossiane hag come to an end. | hope our origing God to fill us
aith knouledge of hig wil hag been accomplished to some extent The meawure of success is whether are we
peing transformed and dlowing his spirit fo quide our lives.

Asg we have examined Colossiang, my thoughte sbout my Christian walk have been significartly affected
oy severd ideas. Ore idea that comes to mind first ie that Christ ie everygthing. That idea permegtes the enfire
etter and is summarizedin 3:3 “For you died, and your ife is now hidden with Chriet in God”

| wee deeply impressed with the overuhdming presence of Christ in the Colossian letter. This became
very clesr when | put together the handout that highlighted the occasione in Coloesiane where Christ uae
referenced direcdly or indirectly A phrase we often hear that i most appropriste iz ... “That's what #'s all about”
Colossiang telle ue emphatically that Christ ie what #'s gl sbout.

| hawe been thinking about the dl-conuming nature of cur relationship with Christ This idea is
narticdarly difficult to aceept in our culture of “individudliem” ... the “me cuture”. Our way of [ife makes self
supreme and sovereign over everything This presente a major conflict befween our culture and Christ's cal to
follows him and leave everything behind

As long ae we hold on to curselves and our desire ie only for...” Jesug fo come info cur fves.”... We will
se frugtrated in cur relationchip with Chriet. We make Chrigt just one more part of cur fves that we have to fitinto
our busy schedues. We struggle with cur pricdties. What is most important? What would Jesus do? What do |
give up? God doesn't want me to be urhappy How much time do | devote to church? After all, we must keep
gome balance in cur fves.

As long ag we freat Chrict ae an incrementd part of cur lives we uAll rot find peace and our rdafionship
sith God will be wnfufiled The words of Colossiang and cther seripture have been echoing in my mind “__in
averything he might have supremacy” *...you received Christ Jesug ae Lord” .. the redit ie found in Christ” “God
made you alve with Christ” *._your e ie now hidden in Chrigt” “._Chrigt i gl and ig in d" 1 congider
averything a lose compared to the surpassing gresness of knowing Christ Jesug my Loed ..

“If people want to follow me, they must give up the thinge they want. They must be willing even to give up
their lives to follw me. Those who want to save their lives uill give up true life, and those who give up their livee
for me will have true life.” (Matt 1624 NCV)

The redlity in Christ ie [ have died to self. [no longer live but Christ lives in me. | am a new pergon crested
n the likeness of Christ. Jesus hasn't become a part of my life. He is my [ife. There iz only one pricdty and that ie
Chrigt Jesus.

The challenge of my spiritual journeyis to follow Christ and let the Spirit direct the course of my life.

[ pray God hag blessed you with “ knouledge of hig will, through al spiritual wisdom and
understanding..” during cur study of Colossiane and that you uall *..Jive a life worthy of the Lord and may please
nim in every way..".




Bocauge of Chrict,
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Dear Geonge,

After class Sunday night, I could not stop thinking about the events of the week and the
question you asked about if we thought suffering or ministry came first. I felt compelled
to write you a letter. Idon’t know why. I not a writer, so please over look my writing
skills and lack of knowledge about the bible. We talked about transformation, suffering
and ministry and great joy the Lord gives us. Pregnancy came to mind. I hope I'm not
too far off with my analogy and I know you have never been in that condition but it
makes sense to me. When you go though pregnancy, a transformation happens, maybe
Christian’s go through a similar process.
The first trimester in pregnancy you suffer in your past sins, questioning if you’re worthy
of becoming a mother (Christian), worrying about the baby’s healthy or will the sins
from the past harm the baby. You suffer doubt, you suffer morning sickness (guilt). Then
the joy (spirit) overwhelms you. and want to tell (ministry) other of the good news.
(Christ).You start going to the doctors (church ) because you know of the high
immortality rate for infants that are without good care. Then you read books ( Bible) to
learn more, and start hanging out with other mothers (Christians). The transformation
has begun.
Second trimester: the honeymoon is over and you begin to show. You start to realize it’s
not your body any more, someone else live in you (Christ). Nothing fits anymore,(the
world). You are tired all the time so you may not exercise like you should and you may
eat to much (not ministering sin, and temptation) and gain to much weight and feel bad
about yourself (guilt).. The fear of labor pains overwhelms you and depression could play
on you (Satan).. You miss yvour old body because it will never be the same and
sometimes you question if it is worth it. You suffer and you Pray and ask God why it has
to be this way. Then something happens, you fell the baby move inside you( the holy
spirit) and the joy returns. You start spending more time at the doctors office and you
hear the heart beat (Jesus) . You may tell the doctor how you have been feeling and he
could prescribe vitamins (repent) . Your friends give you a baby shower to give you
support (Christians). At work a friend just found out she is expecting and is afraid and
alone, you tell her the books to read and invite her to your doctor’s office.(church).
Third trimester: The closer you get to birth (transformation) the more suffering there is.
You carry a heavy baby and with it great responsibility.. You suffer back pain, swelling,
sleepless nights. There is so much to do and you are running of time. Fear of labor gets
stronger, you could suffer false labor (false teachings). You still worry about the baby,
did you go to the right Doctor., you worry could you have taken better care of yourself
and the baby , vou worry if you have you told everybody you should have. Then labor
starts and the real pain begins. In the hospital they strip you of your clothes, stick you
with needles hook wires and leave you. You ask your husband to stay with you but he
falls asleep in the chair and you are left alone with the pain. You feel betrayed, No one
told you how bad it really hurts no one can take the pain for you so you pray to God take
this cup from my hand , is there any other way. Then a miracle happens the child is born,
and you find joy with the lord. Transformation is complete and you forget the pain.

God Bless, Patty Puleo









