
April 6, 2003 

Introduction  

"God, fill us with the knowledge of your will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. " Col. 1:9 

Derived from the above verse, the purpose of our class is to allow God to fill us with 
knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding as we encounter 
Paul’s letter to the Colossian church. 

Our encounter with Colossians is to include traditional bible study as well as other 
spiritual disciplines such as spiritual reading, mediation, contemplation and journaling. In 
addition to the above stated primary purpose, a secondary purpose of the class will be 
to learn and practice the aforementioned spiritual disciplines as we proceed. 

Everyone is asked to read Colossians in its entirety before next week. You are also asked 
to read the pamphlet on spiritual reading and begin to apply the discipline in your 
reading of chapter 1:1-8.  

Beginning today and each Sunday through the quarter you will receive a 
correspondence from me related to my reading and reflections on the selected 
passage. I would ask you to incorporate my correspondence into your study and 
reading as you prepare for our meeting on Sunday evening. 

The text for each week and subjects of our Sunday evening class area s follows: 
Date Text Subject

session1 1:1-8 Faith, Love, Hope

session2 1:9-14 Christian Life

session3 1:15-20 Christ

session4 1:21-23 Who Were/Are You?

session5 1:24-2:5 Ministry Leader

session6 2:6-12 Living In Jesus

session7 2:13-15 Forgiven

session8 2:16-23 Reality

session9 3:1-11 A New Focus

session10 3:12-17 Perfect Unity

session11 3:18-4:1 Serving the Lord

session12 4:2-5 Full of Grace
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In order to incorporate a form of journaling into our class, I am encouraging you to write 
a personal correspondence to me each week on your thoughts and reflections on the 
assigned passage. This will serve several purposes. It will give you the opportunity to 
review and organize your thoughts. The writing, although different from journaling on a 
personal level, will provide practice and encourage development of journaling as a 
spiritual discipline. A point of great significance is that your correspondence can 
provide me with valuable insights which will help me prepare for each week’s lesson. 

I am excited about the opportunity we have to allow God to speak to us through our 
reading and examination of Colossians. Do not neglect to pray fervently for our success 
in this effort. 
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2nd Letter 

My dear friends, 

I trust that God has blessed you this past week. I have been praying for you and our 
class. I was stimulated by Paul’s prayer for the Colossians and begin to examine other 
passages where Paul expresses his prayers for others. 

As I examine Paul’s prayers for others, a dimension and focus that I have not often 
included in my own prayers becomes apparent.  

Consider the following petitions I have paraphrased from Paul’s letters.  

• God fill me with the knowledge of your will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. (Col 1:9) 

• Give me the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that I may know Christ better. (Eph. 
1:17) 

• I pray that my eyes be focused and clear, so that I can see exactly what you are 
calling me to do and grasp the enormity of the glorious way of life you have for me as 
a Christian. (Eph. 1:18) 

• Help me understand the incomparably great power for us who believe – endless 
energy, boundless strength like the strength you used to raise Christ from the dead. 
(Eph. 1:19-20) 

• God make me fit for what you have called me to be. I pray God, that you will fill my 
good ideas and acts of faith with your own energy so that they will amount to 
something. (2 Thess 1:11) 



• Dear God, I pray that my faith, which I share with my church family, is apparent in all 
of the good things I do and people recognize Christ in all of it. (Philemon 1:4) 

• I pray that my love will flourish and I will love not only more, but also with greater 
knowledge and understanding, so that I may be able to distinguish what is best and 
may be pure and blameless … filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ— that glorifies and praises God. (Phil 1:9-11) 

• Dear God, I pray that out of your glorious riches you may strengthen me with power 
through your Spirit in my inner being, so that Christ may dwell in my heart through 
faith. (Eph. 3:16) 

• Because I am firmly planted and established in love, I pray that I may have power, 
together with all my brothers and sisters in Christ, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that I may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph. 3:17-19) 

I encourage you to consider these petitions and adopt them in your own prayers as I 
intend to do.  

Because of Christ, 
George 
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